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Mr. Pastore, from the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 7806] 


The Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 7806) to authorize the participation by certain 
Federal employees, without loss of pay or deduction from annual 
leave, in funerals for deceased members of the Armed Forces returned 
to the United States from abroad for burial, having considered the 
same report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 


STATEMENT 


Public Law 233, Eighty-first Congress, provides that veterans who 
are Federal employ ees may be exc sused without charge to their annual 
leave up to 4 hours a day for participation as active pallbearers or as 
members of firing squads or guards of honor in funeral ceremonies for 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States who lost their lives 
in the Spanish-American War, World War I, or World War II and 
whose remains are returned from abroad for final interment in the 
United States. 

H. R. 7806, while primarily designed to extend the above privilege 
to veterans who are Federal employees participating in tuneral services 
for bodies of our servicemen returned from Korea, estublishes a general 
policy whereby veterans who are Federal employees may be excused 
for not more than 4 hours without charge to their annual leave to 
participate an active pallbearers o1 members of veterans’ honors or 
ceremonial groups in funerals for deceased members of the Armed 
Forces returned to the United States from abroad for burial. Federal 
employees, although not veterans, may also be excused under the 
terms of the bill if they are members of veterans’ honors or ceremonial 
groups 
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Congress has made a number of adjustments in laws to take into 
consideration our present military action in Korea. This bill comes 
in that category. It is set forth in general terms so that in the future 
a uniform policy in this regard may be in effect. 


AGENCY REPORTS 


Letters attached and made a part of this report are addressed to 
the chairman of the Post Office and Civil Service Committee from the 
Post Office Department, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Civil 
Service Commission. 

OFFICE OF THE PosTMASTER GENERAL, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 7, 1952. 
Hon. Tom Morray, 
Chairman, Commitiee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
House of Representatives. 


Dear Mr. CyHarrMan: Reference is made to your request for a report on 
H. R. 6961, a bill to authorize the participation by certain Federal employees, 
without loss of pay or deduction from annual leave, in funerals for deceased 
members of the Armed Forces returned to the United States from abroad for burial. 

This measure would amend Public Law 233, Eighty-first Congress, approved 
August 16, 1949, to read as follows (matter to be omitted from Public Law 233 
enclosed in brackets): 

“That employees in the executive branch of the Government who are veterans 
(of the Spanish-American War, World War I, or World War II) may be excused 
from duty, without loss of pay or deduction from their annual leave, for such time 
as may be necessary, but not in excess of four hours in any one day, to enable them 
to participate as active pallbearers or as members of firing squads or guards of 
honor in funeral ceremonies for members of the Armed Forces of the United States 
(who lost their lives in World War II and) whose remains are returned from abroad 
for final interment in the United States.” 

The effect of this measure would be to permit employees in the executive 
branch of the Government who are veterans of any conflict in which the United 
States was or is engaged to participate, as specified, in funeral services for 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States who lost their lives in any 
conflict in which the United States took part and whose remains are returned 
from abroad for final interment in the United States. This measure would be 
applicable to instances arising as a result of the action in Korea, future similar 
actions or any subsequent declared war in which the United States should be a 
belligerent. It is anticipated that the enactment of this bill would cause no appre- 
ciable rdministrative difficulties. 

In view of the foregoing, this Department will interpose no objection to the 
enactment of this legislation. 

There is not available sufficient information upon which to base an estimate 
of the expenditures by this Department which might result from the enactment of 
this measure. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no objection to the 
presentation of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. M. DonaLpson, 
Postmaster General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BuREAU OF THE BuDGET, 
Washington 25, D. C., April 3, 1952. 
Hon. Tom Murray, 
Chairman, Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
House of Representatives, 213-215 Old House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Murray: This will acknowledge your letter of March 12, 1952, 
inviting the Bureau of the Budget to comment on H. R. 6961, to authorize the 
participation by certain Federal employees, without loss of pay or deduction 
from annual leave, in funerals for deceased members of the Armed Forces returned 
to the United States from abroad for burial. 
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Reference is made to our letter of August 28, 1951, to your committee relative 
to H. R. 4256 and H. R. 4830, bills which would extend these benefits to Korean 
veterans. As stated therein, the Bureau of the Budget believes that veterans of 
any war or conflict, such as the present Korean conflict, should be excused from 
duty without charge to their annual leave in order for them to act as pallbearers 
or as members of firing squads or guards of honor in funeral ceremonies for mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces whose remains are returned from abroad for final 
interment in the United States. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that your committee give this bill favorable 
consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
Eimer B. Staats, Assistant Director. 


Unitep States Crvit Service Commission, 
Washington 25, D. C., August 238, 1951. 
Hon. Tom Murray, 
Chairman, Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
House of Representatives, 213 Old House Office Building. 

Dear Mr. Murray: Further reference is made to your letter of July 19, 1951, 
requesting a report from the Commission on H. R. 4830, a bill to authorize the 
participation by certain Federal employees, without loss of pay or deduction from 
annual leave, in funerals for deceased members of the Armed Forces returned to 
the United States from Korea for burial. 

H. R. 4830 proposes to amend the act of August 16, 1949, the act entitled ‘‘An 
act to grant time to employees in the executive branch of the Government, to 
participate, without loss of pay or deduction from annual leave, in funerals for 
deceased members of the Armed Forces returned to the United States for burial’ 
to include veterans of the Korean hostilities within its coverage. 

As amended, the act of August 16, 1949, would read as follows: 

“That employees in the executive branch of the Government who are veterans 
of the Spanish-American War, World War I, or World War II, or of military or 
naval operations in or around Korea, may be excused from duty, without loss of 
pay or deduction from their annual leave, for such time as may be necessary, but 
not in excess of four hours in any one day, to enable them to participate as active 
pallbearers or as members of firing squads or guards of honor in funeral ceremonies 
for members of the Armed Forces of the United States who lost their lives in 
World War II or in military or naval operations in or around Korea and whose 
remains are returned from abroad for final interment in the United States.” 

Under terms of the bill the grant of such time off without charge to annual 
leave or deduction from pay would be left to the discretion of the agency con- 
cerned. The bill would extend to the veterans of the Korean hostilities the same 
benefits granted veterans of the Spanish-American War, World War I, and World 
War II with respect to World War II dead and add participation at reinterment 
ceremonies for members of the Armed Forces of the United States who lost their 
lives in the Korean hostilities. The Commission has no objection to the enact- 
ment of H. R. 4830. 

H. R. 4830 is identical to H. R. 4256 introduced in the present Congress. This 
report is in the same language as report on H. R. 4256 to which the Bureau of the 
Budget advised there was no objection. 

By direction of the Commission: 

Sincerely yours, 
Ropert Ramspeck, Chairman. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill H. R. 
7806, as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be 
omitted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 
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Pusiic Law 233, E1cutry-rirst Concress, Caaprer 441, First Sessron 


AN ACT To grant time to employees in the executive branch of the Government to participate, without 
loss of pay or deduction from annual leave, in funerals for deceased members of the Armed Forces returned 
to the United States for burial 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That emplovees in the executive branch of the 

Government who are veterans of [the Spanish-American War, World War I, or 

World War II,] any war, campaign, or expedition (for which a campaign badge 

has been authorized), or members of honors or ceremonial groups of organizations 

cf such veterans may be excused from dutv, without loss of pay or deduction from 
their annual leave, for such time as may be necessary, but not in excess of four 
hours in any one day, to enable them to participate as active pallbearers or as 
members of firing squads or guards of honxorin funeral ceremonies for members of the 

Armed Forces of the United States [who lost their lives in World War II and] 

whose remains are returned from abroad for final interment in the United States. 
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